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kind"15, and,reedgnizes *'.the"gradual "evolution of spiritual
ideals "la. The picture of a future life, for instance, is, he
says, crude and materialistic among Muslims of low degree,
lofty and spiritual among advanced sections; and fasting is
a useful discipline, especially " among coarser natures, for
whom in reality it was intended "17. Such reflections of a
lower stage of culture would in dt^edurse be outgrown. He
had understood that society does progress and brings with
it a higher religion, and imagined, as did his age, that all in
good time the benefits would spread more and more to all
its members:
His virtues, are individualist ones. The fundamentals
are purity of heart and a broad, deep charity. He sums
up the spirit of Islam : J^-* The primary aim of the new dis-
pensation was to infuse or T revive in the heart of humanity
a living perception of truth in the common relations of
life. * The moral ideal of the new gospel,' to use the
phraseology of an eminent writer, ' was set in the common
sense of duty and the familiar instances of love' "ls. The
one case in which he leaves this individualism for a social
vision is to include democracy within Islam, representing the
rights of the people as one of Muhammad's contributions
to the world)^
This is. all good bourgeois thinking, and throughout he
shows the limitations as well as the virtues of a capitalist
society. His typically idealist and lawyer's mode of thought
is neatly shown in this : " In the West, as in the East,
the condition of the masses was so miserable as to defy
description. They possessed no civil rights or political privi-
leges "I9, What they .lacked more acutely was bread ; but
throughout a discussion of the social implications and re-
sults of Islam, there is no reference to material conditions
or economic problems. And Mazdak's socialist movement
in Zoroastrianism he calls the "climax of depravity"20.
Amir !ali in actual .life was thoroughly in favour of the new
bourgeois order, but a pompous reactionary against nation-
alism, and any still-newer orders ; he was much appreciated
by the official representatives of the British bourgeoisie.